
 DATE:   July 30, 2014

 TO:   Planning Commission

 FROM:  Sarah Bronstein, Planner
    Community Development Department

 FILE NO:  CSP2014 0016

 PROPOSAL: Local concurrency review for Lawson Creek Bridge maintenance.  

 GENERAL INFORMATION

 Applicant:   State of Alaska 

 Property Owner:  State of Alaska

 Property Address:  Lawson Creek Bridge, Douglas Highway 

 Parcel Code No.:  0 Parcel

 Site Size:   0.1 Mile Long, 37 Feet Wide

 Roadway Classification: Minor Arterial  

 Access:    Douglas Highway  

 Surrounding Land Use: North - D18, multifamily residences
     South - D18, multifamily residences
     East  - Lawson Creek 
     West   - Lawson Creek
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VICINITY MAP 
 

 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment A: Development Permit Application 
Attachment B: Abutter’s Notice
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BACKGROUND AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has submitted state 
maintenance project No. 68452, Lawson Creek Bridge resurfacing, for review by the Planning 
Commission for consistency with Title 49 and plans adopted therein. The project, to repave the 
Lawson Creek Bridge and replace guardrails, will receive federal funding and is scheduled for 
construction in the late summer of 2014. DOT&PF solicited public comments through their 
website in May of 2014, with comments due June 4th, 2014.   
 
Local review and concurrence is required for State projects by CBJ 49.15.580: 
 

The Commission shall review proposed Alaska State Capital Improvement 
Projects for consistency with this title pursuant to AS 35.30.010, and may impose 
conditions on and modifications to such projects. 

 
ANALYSIS 
 
Douglas Highway is owned and maintained by DOT&PF, and is classified by the state agency as 
a major collector, and by the CBJ as a minor arterial. The Lawson Creek Bridge provides the 
only access point for Downtown Douglas and served an average of 7,028 vehicle trips per day in 
2012. 
 
The proposed, resurfacing project would address pavement degradation on the bridge, which has 
been continually patched for years and has been the root of complaints from neighbors. The poor 
pavement condition on the bridge was featured in a Juneau empire article on June 13th, 2013, 
which highlighted neighborhood concerns that motorists frequently swerve into the bike lane to 
avoid rough pavement. The proposed maintenance and resurfacing work is intended to improve 
safety for motorists and bicyclists, while also conducting routine maintenance on other bridge 
elements, including the guardrails, curb and gutter. 
 
CONFORMITY WITH ADOPTED PLANS 
 
Comprehensive Plan 2013 Update 
Because Douglas highway is the only access road from Downtown Douglas to Downtown 
Juneau, it sees a high volume of traffic. The roadway serves as both a vital transportation route, 
as well as a recreational route for runners, dog walkers, and cyclists. Improvements to Douglas 
Highway serve all Douglas residents and improve access for all new and future developments 
along the Highway. The Comprehensive Plan calls out this connection between transportation 
infrastructure and development in Chapter 8: Transportation: 
 

8.8 IA22 Work with ADOT&PF to make improvements to roads, intersections and 
bridges on Douglas Island to accommodate new affordable housing development… 
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Regular maintenance to public facilities, especially critical links like Douglas highway serve all 
motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists and transit riders equally, and facilitate future development 
along the corridor. 
  
Additionally, the plan recognizes the importance of maintenance system-wide, stating, 
“Maintenance and snow removal of[sic] transportation infrastructure is of critical importance, as 
roadways, sidewalks, separated paths and bus stops must all be kept in good repair and be 
cleared of snow and ice to function.” (p. 102) 
 
Areawide Transportation Plan (2001) 
The Areawide Transportation Plan (ATP) does not include any specific recommendations for the 
Lawson Creek Bridge or for resurfacing along the Douglas Highway. However, the ATP does 
recommend the construction of sidewalks on the uphill side of Douglas Highway: 

 
Solution 34 (medium-term): Install crosswalk signing and striping at major collector 
street connections, sidewalk on uphill side, bus pullouts/shelter and adequate winter 
lighting. 

 
While the addition of sidewalks is out of the scope of a regular maintenance project, when the 
Lawson Creek Bridge is reconstructed at some point in the future, sidewalks on both sides will 
be required for local concurrence. 
 
HABITAT 
 
There are no eagle’s nests within 330 feet of the proposed project. While Lawson Creek is 
catalogued as an anadromous fish bearing stream in the Comprehensive Plan 2013 Update, CBJ 
49.70.950(f) provides an exception to streamside setbacks for transportation infrastructure which 
crosses such waterways. The project area is outside of the Adamus Study Area for the Juneau 
Wetland Management Plan. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Staff finds that the project is consistent with Title 49 and adopted plans therein. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission find CSP2014 0016, the resurfacing of Lawson 
Creek Bridge and replacement of guardrails, consistent with Title 49 and adopted plans therein. 
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PROPOSAL: Local concurrency review for Lawson Creek Bridge maintenance.

PROPERTY OWNERS PLEASE NOTE: 

You are invited to attend this Public Hearing and present oral testimony.  The Planning Commission will also consider written testimony.  You are 
encouraged to submit written material to the Community Development Department 14 days prior to the Public Hearing.  Materials received by this 
deadline are included in the information packet given to the Planning Commission a few days before the Public Hearing.  Written material received 
after the deadline will be provided to the Planning Commission at the Public Hearing. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
If you have questions, please contact Sarah Bronstein at sarah_bronstein@ci.juneau.ak.us or at 586-0466. 

Planning Commission Agendas, Staff Reports and Meeting Results can be viewed at 
www.juneau.org/plancomm.  

Date notice was printed: July 10, 2014 

File No: CSP2014 0016  Applicant: State of Alaska 

To:  Adjacent Property Owners  Property PCN: 0 

Hearing Date: August 12, 2014  Owner: State of Alaska 

Hearing Time: 7:00 PM  Size: 0.1 Mile Long, 37 Feet Wide 

Place: Assembly Chambers 
Roadway 
Classification: Minor Arterial 

Municipal Building  Site Address: Lawson Creek Bridge 

155 South Seward Street  Accessed Via: Douglas Highway 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 
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