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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The CBJ Engineering Department has submitted a proposal to reconstruct a portion of Stikine 
Street from Scott Drive to Meadow Lane. The proposal includes both the reconstruction of the 
street and an updated stormwater management system. The purpose of this review by the 
Community Development Department is to ensure that the proposed project complies with Title 
49 and the Comprehensive Plan.  

The neighborhood around Stikine Street is served by an existing drainage ditch and an 18” 
stormwater outfall pipe that drains into the Mendenhall River. This outfall pipe will be replaced 
with an upgraded outfall pipe and headwall. A new underground storm drain system with pipes 
and catchment basins will be installed along Stikine Street and the Meadow Lane intersection. 
Residents will have the option to connect their roof gutters or floor drains into the new 6’ storm 
water services. The new storm drain system will include an oil-water separator to catch 
pollutants from the street before they reach the river. 

The street will be subcut to a depth of 9-1/2” inches and reconstructed. Curb and gutter will be 
placed along the north side of Stikine and the west side of Meadow Lane, and a valley gutter will 
be installed along the south side of Stikine. As stated in the project application, “driveways 
disturbed during construction shall be constructed to equal, or better condition.” (p. 4 of 12) 
There will be no on-street parking allowed, consistent with existing signage and policy. 

Construction may occur either in the summer of 2014 or the spring of 2015, depending on the 
availability of the contractor. Once construction begins, the project must be completed within 60 
days. Future project phases not being considered as part of CSP20140001 will include similar 
underground drain system  roadway upgrades along nearby neighborhood streets, including 
Meadow Lane, Scott Drive, Kevin Court, Eagle Street, and the remainder of Stikine Street. 

ANALYSIS 

The Six Year Capital Improvements Program for Fiscal Year 2014-19 lists this project as 
Meadow Lane Improvements. The city has allocated $800,000 for construction of the initial 
phase in 2014 (See attachment C). 

The proposed design is not consistent with construction standards for public improvements in 
new development at CBJ 49.35, however these do not apply to reconstruction projects. The 
roadway has been designed with two ten foot lanes, which is consistent with existing conditions. 
Ten foot lane widths have been successfully installed on other neighborhood streets in Juneau, 
with the intent of maintaining low traffic speeds to improve safety for all roadway users. There is 
currently no sidewalk along the length of Stikine, but the project would subcut and replace gravel 
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materials on the north side for the future installation of a five foot sidewalk to further improve 
pedestrian safety. 

CONFORMITY WITH ADOPTED PLANS 

THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
The Comprehensive Plan recognizes the importance of investing in public and private utilities 
and facilities, stating that “A full complement of services and facilities to promote the public’s 
health, safety and quality of life is needed to provide adequately for the density and intensity of 
land uses envisioned in the Urban Service Area and proposed New Growth Area…” (p. 197) 
Chapter 12, Public and Private Utilities and Facilities, provides policy support for the city’s 
continued investment in the services necessary to support growth within the Urban Service Area: 

POLICY 12.1   TO PLAN FOR THE TIMELY AND EFFICIENT 
PROVISION OF AN APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF PUBLIC FACILITIES 
IN ALL DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING AREAS WITHIN THE 
URBAN SERVICE AREA. 

The neighborhood served by Stikine Street is already fully built out with single family homes 
and will not likely see extensive redevelopment in the near future. However, the reconstruction 
of Stikine Street and the upgrade of stormwater drainage systems will bring the street further into 
compliance with the city’s street standards to better serve the neighborhood. 

The Plan also gives the following policy guidance regarding stormwater management and water 
quality in the City and Borough of Juneau: 

POLICY 7.7 TO PROTECT, MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE SURFACE 
WATER, GROUNDWATER AND MARINE WATER QUALITY IN ITS 
JURISDICTION SO THAT ALL WATERS ARE IN COMPLIANCE WITH 
FEDERAL AND STATE WATER QUALITY STANDARDS AND 
CONTINUTE TO ALLOW AQUATIC LIFE TO THRIVE. 

7.7 – SOP5 Incorporate the goal of protecting and improving water quality into 
the planning, site selection, budgeting, design and construction of CBJ 
government- and state-sponsored capital projects with consideration of watershed 
management plans when available. 

Policy 7.7 and its corollary Standard Operating Procedure, SOP5, directly support projects such 
as this one. CSP2014 0001 will include the addition of oil water separators which will filter 
automobile related pollution and street runoff before it reaches the Mendenhall River.  
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2008 TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM PLAN 
While no direct mention is made of Stikine Street, the Area-Wide Transportation Plan does make 
a recommendation for the improvement of pedestrian connections within neighborhoods in the 
Mendenhall Valley/Airport/Nugget Mall sub-area (p. 17). This project has designated a space to 
be constructed as a sidewalk in the future, along the north side of Stikine, where a curb and 
gutter are planned. 

Sidewalks are also addressed in the Area Wide Priority Solution List: 

6. Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities on Local and Collector Streets
With new construction and reconstruction, evaluate pedestrian and bicycle needs 
and recommend sidewalks on one or both sides of a street, as appropriate, in all 
commercial or residential subdivisions. 

There is not currently sufficient funding to complete the sidewalk as part of this roadway 
reconstruction. However, the re-grading of the sub-base along the full width of the sidewalk area 
and completion of the curb and gutter will enable the city to more easily complete the sidewalk 
at a future date when funding is available. 

HABITAT 

There are no eagles nests within a 330 foot radius of the project, and the roadway will not be 
impacting any wetlands reviewed in the 1994 Juneau Wetlands Management Plan. The 
Mendenhall River is considered a habitat for anadromous fish, and would normally require a 50 
foot setback for all development from the mean high water line. However, an exception is made 
in CBJ 49.70.950(f) for “docks, bridges, culverts and public structures whose purpose is to 
access to or across the stream or lake…” and thus projects such as this are exempted from that 
setback requirement. 

FINDINGS 

Staff finds CSP2014 0001 consistent with Title 49, the Comprehensive Plan, and the Capital 
Improvement Program as described above. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission recommend that the Assembly approve the 
proposed project, as prescribed at CBJ 49.10.170(c). 
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PROPOSAL: Review of Stikine Street drainage improvements for consistency with Title 49 and adopted plans.

PROPERTY OWNERS PLEASE NOTE: 

You are invited to attend this Public Hearing and present oral testimony.  The Planning Commission will also consider written testimony.  You are 
encouraged to submit written material to the Community Development Department 14 days prior to the Public Hearing.  Materials received by this 
deadline are included in the information packet given to the Planning Commission a few days before the Public Hearing.  Written material received 
after the deadline will be provided to the Planning Commission at the Public Hearing. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
If you have questions, please contact Sarah Bronstein at sarah_bronstein@ci.juneau.ak.us or at 586-0466. 

Planning Commission Agendas, Staff Reports and Meeting Results can be viewed at 
www.juneau.org/plancomm.  

Date notice was printed: February 7, 2014 

File No: CSP2014 0001 Applicant: City & Borough of Juneau 

To:  Adjacent Property Owners Property PCN: N/A 

Hearing Date: March 11, 2014 Owner: CBJ 

Hearing Time: 7:00 PM Project Length: 480 ft 

Place: Assembly Chambers Roadway Width: 40’ - 50’ 

Municipal Building Adjacent Zoned:    D5 

155 South Seward Street Accessed Via: Radcliffe Road 

Juneau, Alaska 99801  Site Address: Stikine Street 
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CBJ Capital Improvement Program Fiscal Years 2014-2019

Department Division Priority Project Description

FY 2014 CIP PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS

3

AREAWIDE SNOW STORAGE FACILITIES DEVELOPMENT - due to water quality impacts, the Alaska Department

of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) does not allow the disposal of hauled snow into water bodies. Disposal of

snow in the ocean has been the historical practices by all coastal Alaska communities. this is a multi-phase project to

develop upland storage sites in the Mendenhall Valley, Lemon creek, Downtown Juneau, and Douglas. This program

intent is to have all sites developed and operational within five years. Each site will be designed to collect and treat

snow melt in compliance with Alaska Water Quality Regulations. 

4 PIONEER AVE. PHASE III - this funding will be used to complete the Pioneer Avenue reconstruction project.

5

LEMON ROAD RECONSTRUCTION - funds will be used to reconstruct roadway, add storm drain system and

possibly sidewalk. Evaluate street lighting for possible addition. This street is used by the Capital Transit bus system

and handles traffic to the prison, in addition to the local traffic. There is currently no drainage system in place and the

road surface is failed beyond repair.

6
SIDEWALK & STAIRWAY REPAIRS - funds will be used to reconstruct and repair areawide stairs and sidewalks.

Programmed repair of sidewalks and stairs reduces maintenance costs and promotes pedestrian safety.

7

MEADOW LANE IMPROVEMENTS - this project includes reconstruction of street base and asphalt, installation of

underground storm drains and street light evaluation. This street currently has no drainage inlets and improvements

are needed to allow drainage from Stikine St. to enter the storm drain system. The existing pavement also has many

low spots along the street (mainly in front of driveways) and standing water on the asphalt is causing road accelerated

pavement deterioration which will be addressed by this project. 

8

EAGLES EDGE SUBDIVISON LID IMPROVEMENTS - these funds will be used for roadway and watermain

reconstruction to address deficient drainage, water distribution and pedestrian facilities. This subdivision was originally

constructed with major portions of the watermain located beneath private residences which makes it extremely

problematic for the utility to maintain and repair the existing water system and impossible to shut off water service to

non-paying customers.

9

THIRD STREET RECONSTRUCTION - this project is needed to repair failed roadway surface, curbs and sidewalk 

between Gold St. and Franklin St. roadway base to be excavated and replaced with shot rock to improve drainage 

under the roadway and new asphalt applied. Any utility issues blow the roadway surface will be addressed as well. 

10
DOWNTOWN, DISTIN/W 8TH STREET REBUILD - DESIGN - these funds will be used to fund the design work for 

rebuilding Distin Ave and W 8th Street. Funding for construction will be requested at a later date. 

30
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