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ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment A –  Project Application 
Attachment B –  Abutters Notice 
Attachment C – Roof Replacement Specifications (95%), Excerpts  
 
CBJ 49.15.580 - State project review. The commission shall review proposed Alaska State 
Capital Improvement Projects for consistency with this title pursuant to AS 35.30.010, and may 
impose conditions on and modifications to such projects. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Centennial Hall is Juneau’s largest event venue and the site of concerts, community events and 
conferences throughout the year. The building was built in 1984, with a commercial kitchen, a 
12,389 square foot ball room, two lobbies and several small meeting rooms. To continue to serve 
the community as a large scale event venue, the building is now in need of maintenance and 
upgrades. The existing roofing material, an Inverted Roof Membrane Assembly (IRMA), is 
obsolete and in need of replacement, as is the domestic water piping. The existing bathroom 
facilities cannot accommodate larger events. In addition, the sound system, which was installed 
nearly thirty years ago, is unreliable and not compatible with modern technology. The City and 
Borough of Juneau’s Engineering Department has submitted a project proposal to provide 
necessary upgrades and maintenance to the building. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
Centennial Hall lies within the Willoughby District, with direct access from Whittier Street and 
Willoughby Avenue. The lot, which is zoned Mixed Use 2, is surrounded by property zoned 
Mixed Use and Mixed Use 2. 
 
The City and Borough of Juneau Engineering Department has submitted a proposal to perform 
several upgrades to Centennial Hall. The IRMA roof will be replaced with a fully adhered PVC 
roof assembly. Existing toilet facilities will be replaced with new units, and a second set of 
facilities will be installed to better serve large events. The sound system will also be upgraded to 
be compatible with modern media technology. 
 
Although the roof will be replaced with a new material, the outside appearance of the building 
from the street will not change. The roof replacement will include a new layer of insulation and 
thus be slightly thicker than the existing roof. However, the parapets at the entrance to the 
building will not change, and thus the height and building façade will remain the same.  
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CONFORMITY WITH ADOPTED PLANS 
 
Regarding business travel in the community, the 2013 Comprehensive Plan Update states the 
following:  

 
Convention and business travelers are an important sector of the year-round visitor traffic in Juneau. ... 
Summer convention and business travelers often extend their trips to take advantage of the local 
tourism experiences. Centennial Hall Convention and Civic Center, and the neighboring Andrew 
Hope Building and Juneau Arts and Culture Center are key facilities for supporting conventions and 
community events. It is important that Centennial Hall and its environs continue to be maintained and 
upgraded in order to remain competitive and sustain Juneau’s ability to attract regional, state and out-
of-state meetings. Convention-related visits should be encouraged to ensure continued growth of the 
segment. (p. 51) 

 
Drawing convention and business travelers is an important year-round component of Juneau’s 
tourism economy. The proposed improvements to Centennial Hall will help the city continue to 
attract conventions, concerts and large scale events. Improved audio equipment and expanded 
restroom facilities will help make the facility competitive with event venues in other cities. The 
Comprehensive Plan calls for upgrades to Centennial Hall to bolster Juneau’s tourism economy 
in the following policy, standard operating procedure and implementing action: 
 

POLICY 5.6. TO ENCOURAGE TOURISM, CONVENTION AND OTHER VISITOR-
RELATED ACTIVITIES THROUGH THE DEVELOPMENT OF APPROPRIATE 
FACILITIES AND SERVICES, WHILE PROTECTING JUNEAU’S NATURAL, 
CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC ATTRACTIONS FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS AND 
VISITORS ALIKE, AND TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ACCOMMODATION OF THE 
FUTURE GROWTH OF TOURISM IN A MANNER THAT ADDRESSES BOTH 
COMMUNITY AND INDUSTRY CONCERNS. 

 
5.6 - SOP1 Strengthen the local economy by enhancing and marketing Juneau as a year-round 
visitor destination. 

 
5.6 - IA2 Expand the Centennial Hall Convention and Civic Center facilities as needed in 
coordination with a combined or separate performing arts complex within a cultural campus 
area of downtown Juneau generally bounded by Gold Creek, Willoughby Avenue and Egan Drive. 
This cultural campus will provide much-needed venues for arts and cultural performances for 
residents and summer visitors to enjoy as well as additional exhibition and meeting space for 
events, conventions and meetings held at Centennial Hall and additional space for Legislators, 
staff and visitors to the Capital City. The State Library, Archives, and Museum project is a 
component of this cultural complex. 
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FINDINGS 
 
Community Development Staff finds this proposed project consistent with adopted local plans, 
specifically Policy 5.6, Standard Operating Procedure 5.6-SOP1 and Implementing Action 5.6-
IA2. As proposed, the renovations comply with local land use code Title 49, and will not impose 
a negative impact to surrounding properties. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission adopt the findings in this staff report and 
recommend to the Assembly that CSP2013 0033 is consistent with locally adopted plans and 
policies. 
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PROPOSAL: Renovation of Centennial Hall, including roof replacement, upgrade of existing toilet facilities 
and construction of additional toilet rooms, domestic water piping replacement, and sound 
system upgrade. 

 
PROPERTY OWNERS PLEASE NOTE: 

You are invited to attend this Public Hearing and present oral testimony.  The Planning Commission will also consider written 
testimony.  You are encouraged to submit written material to the Community Development Department no later than 8:30 A.M. 
on the Wednesday preceding the Public Hearing.  Materials received by this deadline are included in the information packet 
given to the Planning Commission a few days before the Public Hearing.  Written material received after the deadline will be 
provided to the Planning Commission at the Public Hearing. 

If you have questions, please contact Sarah Bronstein at sarah_bronstein@ci.juneau.ak.us or 586-0466. 

Planning Commission Agendas, Staff Reports and Meeting Results can be viewed at www.juneau.org/plancomm. 

Date notice was printed: December 24, 2013 

File No: CSP2013 0033 Applicant:  City and Borough of Juneau 
To:  Adjacent Property Owners Property PCN: 1-C07-0-K74-001-0 
Hearing Date: January 28, 2014 Owner: City and Borough of Juneau 
Hearing Time: 7:00 PM Size: 1.28 Acres 
Place: Assembly Chambers Zoned: MU2 
 Municipal Building Site Address: 101 Egan Drive 
 155 South Seward Street Accessed Via: Egan Drive 
 Juneau, Alaska 99801  
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